The Diatonic 7" Chords of C Major
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In the previous lesson we discussed how chords are built from scales. We talked
about triads, which are the simplest chords using only three notes from the scale
(every other one). This time we are going to add one more note to each of the
triads we created last time. This is known as an “extension” to a chord. Again
we’ll be sticking with the C Major scale.
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The first chord we’ll make is going to be called C major 7.

Here it is:
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This time we are using four notes instead of three, still skipping every other note.
And the chord tones this time are: Root, 3™, 5 and 7.
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Here’s our C Major 7 chord: é I
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And the guitar version:
This one has two C’s (Root)and two E’s (3™)but only
one G (5™) and one B (7™)
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Now let’s make an E minor 7 (Em7):
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So here’s our Em7 chord and the guitar #‘3—4’—1
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Now here are the seven Diatonic 7" Chords of C Major:
) Q b4
o
f';m [§]
ANV 3 2
[Y) o O i

Cmaj7 Dm7 Em7 Fmaj7  G7 Am7  Bm7b5

Or, in guitar language:
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